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First Day of School

Nothing is more important than building a relationship with the studenfs
Teachers must creafe a safe and welcoming environment where students will not be afraid fo make mistakes and be
vulnerable

Students will not be ready to learn until they feel that the tfeacher cares

Students also need o be encouraged by their teachers

Teachers should learn each student’s name and commitied to pronouncing each name correctly

Students also want 10 learn about their teachers
First impressions are very important
WAIT to go over the syllabus until the second or third day

Create a fun, engaging activity in which the whole class, including the teacher fo meet each other.



One way o provide an opportunity for students fo meet

their peers is to have students bring bbjec’rs/pic’rur'es or

create a preséntation that the students feel represents their

life, their likes/dislikes, and their hobbies. Then, have the

students share what they have prepared about themselvesin -

small groups or pairs.

Here are some ideas/topics for pic’rures{objec’rsislides: .
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First Day of School Schedule

8:15 am Arrival: Greet Students at the door
and decorate name tags

8:30 am Teach Quiet Signal: Play
IceBreaker Freeze Game to practice quiet

signal

8:40 am Morning Meeting:

o  Greeting: Teacher greets students at
circle/group rug

e Sharing: Invite each student to share
his/her favorite animal (relationship
building)
Group Activity: Sing “The Welcome
Song”
Momming Message: The teacher
Reads first, then students repeat

9:00 am Tour of the Building:

o Interactive modeling of procedures:
Lining up, walking in the halls,
bathroom procedures, etc.

e Visit cafeteria

9:45 am Snack

10:00 am Outside Time or indoor
energizer (brain dance):
e Walk the boundaries of the
playground
e Teach the ‘circling up’ procedure
e Practice circling up by racing the
clock

10:20 am Special: (music, art, PE., library,
or technology)

11:00 am Math:
e Explore Counters
e Energizer: Skip Counting

11:40 am Recess:
o Teach Freeze Tag
o Review circling up

12:00 pm Lunch: (Help with
logistics, sit as a class)

12:30 pm Quiet Time: Choices:
Drawing or using counters

12:45 pm Read-aloud: The Last
Stop on Market Street
e Teach Turn and Talk

1:15 pm Writing:

o Interactive Modeling: Getting
materials, putting materials
away
Explore pencils and writing
journals
Write/Draw: One thing I like
to do

1:45 pm Reading:
L]

Teach “book shopping™

e Activity: Everyone picks
three books for book bags
Independent reading: 5-10
minutes

e Practice “turn and talk” about
reading

2:15 pm Outside Time:

2:30 pm Set up First Dismissal:
e Pass out notes/forms for
home
® Pack book bags
e Check on bus
numbers/carpool
e Brief cleanup

2:50 pm Closing Circle:
o Share: One thing I liked |
about school today

3:00 pm Dismissal:
e Walk students to the bus/car




g Nor*mé/ RuIeS/Co'nsequ'enceS'

e Rules or classroom norms are crifical ingthe classroom

o  Students desire fo know what is coming, have a routine in their schedules and receive consistent instruction .

Id work together throughout the building to setthese rules/norms so that the rules can be consistent in the

urity throughout the school






When teachers observe students

follqwing the procedures/rules, they

should encourage/use affirming language

to reinforce their learning and positive
behavior. Teachers will also needfo o

discuss what positive affirmations are.







éharpening Pencils
Going to the Bathroom : .
Walking info the Pallway

Dismissal

Gafeteria e’riq;xeﬁe -

Classroom Jobs

Finding a Partner .

Cleaning Up the Classroom



Most of the procedunres will occur naturally

throughout the day
®

e Teachers need to ensure that, as students are

learning and practicing these procedures for the :

first time, there is enough time fo practice effectively
Since the first day is not the only fime studenf® wil
be practicing the procedures, teachers do not ha

orry about getting fo all of them right




Some Fun Ways fo Incorporate
Procedures info the Classroom

e Use a “Find Someone Who™ Game in which students find peers around the classroom to explain different
procedures fo:
e (reafe a classroom book of procedures
e (Creafe individual books of procedures
e Create anchor charts
e Write a story about classroom procedures
e Actout clasq*oom procedures

e C(Create a classroom procedure foldable’






Building Community (contin) .

e Teachers also need fo build community among sfudents
o  One way to create this community is to havedcebreakers in which the students meet their

classmates. Ont icebreaker is the “Find Someone Who” activifies. These acfivities are a way°’ro get

students,moving, while also building community. On the first day of schogl, students will have just

. experienced ar.\ entire summersso another: activity to build that relationship among students on

the first day is to give students the chance to share their summer adventures with their‘peers,

. suchas intheir table groups :
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