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Standards and Learning Objectives 
Student Learning Objective(s) - 

I CAN make an inference based on the text to 
gain a deeper understanding of a passage. 

I CAN cite textual evidence to support analysis 
of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text by making an 
inference about the text and rereading the 
passage in order to find direct text evidence to 
support my claim. 

Reading Standards For Literature (Grade 6):

1. Cite textual evidence to support analysis 
of what the text says explicitly as well as 

inferences drawn from the text.
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Activating Prior Knowledge 

🐠 What is an inference? What do you need in order 
to make an inference?
🐬 Can you think of an example? 
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Based on the images, 
what can we infer 

about the situation?
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Video Defining Inference
https://study.com/academy/lesson/making-inferences-lesson-for-kids.html



Inference
● a conclusion reached on the basis of evidence and reasoning.
● How will we use this with our new reading strategy?

○ We will Look at our text
○ We will define our characters
○ We will infer what they want
○ We will see how they respond
○ We will make inferences about what will happen next



Step 1:“I DO”
1. Share the page of the text (pg. 20) and a little bit of context (Pollard may have wanted to see how the Essex performed when pushed to the limit, so the ship crew 

continued to sail towards an upcoming storm. The ship reached the storm in the sea and the crew had to decide how to navigate the ship through the storm. The ship ended 
up in the worst possible position and the ship ended up severely damaged. Pollard wanted to return to Nantucket for repairs, but Chase demanded that they sail on 
despite the damage. The men continued on their whale-hunting journey.)

2. Read the text with expression
3. Highlight one character or group to focus on
4. Reread short excerpts that show how the character(s) are feeling and thinking and what is the current situation making them act in a certain way
5. Look at the decision that the character(s) make and make an inference to what will happen next and support it with evidence from the text
6. Go through the handout:

a. Somebody: Who is the main character(s): Pollard and Chase

b. Wanted: What is the main thing he/they want?: To successfully hunt whales

c. But: What obstacles are they facing?: Storm/ship damage

d. So: What does the character do in response to the problem(s)?: Pollard announces a need to return to Nantucket for ship repairs, while Chase urges the crew to 
continue. Pollard agrees and the ship continues their mission. 

e. Then: How does it all end up? Connect it back to the problem or want: Use the text to make a claim about what is going to happen.
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Step 2: “We DO”
● I will read aloud the next passage (pg. 44-45) as they follow along in their books. 
● I will hand out the worksheets with the framework to set them up to make the inferences already written on them. 

(Somebody, Wanted, But, So, Then)
● Class discussion on what we observe the crew’s choices to be leading up to the whale appearance and the men’s 

disappointment.
○ I will reread “With Chase at the bow… a tame man is never known amongst them,” (45).
○ I will emphasize that the choices made by the crew leading up to the disappointment lead to the decisions made after 

and give us contextual clues as to what will happen next. 
● Together, we will fill out the handout which will help us to identify the key elements of the scene. 

○ The students will then use the worksheet & discussion to help write an inference supported by textual evidence. They 
can write key points from the handout on Post-It.

○ The students will keep a Post-It in their book for their reference, but will turn in the handout. 
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Any Questions?
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